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Driptech Named a 2009 Tech Awards Laureate by the Tech Museum 

Driptech is one of 15 innovators recognized for applying technology to benefit humanity. 

SAN JOSE, CA – SEPTEMBER 2, 2009 – Driptech, inc. was today named to The Tech Awards 

Laureates 2009, one of 15 global innovators recognized each year for applying technology to 

benefit humanity and spark global change. The Tech Awards, a signature program of The Tech 

Museum, and presented by Applied Materials, Inc., selected Driptech from among hundreds of 

nominations representing 66 countries.  

Hundreds of millions of people in the developing world face water shortages in crop production; 

drip irrigation delivers precisely the right amount of water and not more. Driptech’s unique 

manufacturing drills precision holes in thin plastic tubing, thereby reducing the number of parts 

and the cost of a drip irrigation system. www.driptech.com  

The Tech Awards: Technology Benefiting Humanity is one of the premier annual humanitarian 

awards programs in the world, recognizing technical solutions that benefit humanity and address 

the most critical issues facing our planet and its people. The awards program honors 15 scientists 

and innovators annually alongside the recipient of the Global Humanitarian Award. Laureates are 

selected by a prestigious panel of international judges organized by the Center for Science, 

http://www.driptechnologies.com/


Technology, and Society at Santa Clara University, and made up of Santa Clara University faculty 

as well as leaders from educational and research institutions, industry and the public sector 

around the world.  

“The Tech Awards is an incredible honor, recognizing individuals and organizations whose ideas 

and execution of those ideas are changing the world,” said Peter Frykman, founder and CEO of 

Driptech.  “We are proud to be among those recognized for their contributions, and will continue 

to develop solutions that help rural farmers increase their income and standard of living.” 

“The global challenges of the day have become increasingly strident, more deeply rooted,” said 

Peter Friess, president of The Tech Museum. “Still, there is hope. These incredibly impressive 

Laureates have all proven to be equal to, or better than, the challenge to make the world a better 

place. By celebrating their accomplishments today, we are encouraging future innovators to work 

toward solutions to make the world healthier, safer and more sustainable.”  

Established in 2000, The Tech Awards recognizes 15 Laureates in five universal categories: 

education, equality, environment, economic development and health. These Laureates have 

developed new technological solutions or innovative ways to use existing technologies to 

significantly improve the lives of people around the world.  One Laureate in each category will 

receive a $50,000 cash prize during the annual Awards Gala in San Jose, Calif. on November 19. 

This year, the Laureates represent the truly global vision of the program, spanning countries such 

as Brazil, Bangladesh, Botswana and the Bay Area. Their work impacts people in many more 

countries worldwide. 

The Tech Awards collaborates with humanitarian, educational, and business partners through 

global outreach efforts, giving people around the world the opportunity to benefit from the 

successful technologies recognized through The Tech Awards. The selected Laureates’ projects 

address multiple humanitarian efforts including developing alternate ways to generate electricity, 

creating free educational tools, evaluating ethical wage standards and reducing counterfeit drugs. 

About The Tech Museum: 

The Tech Museum is a hands-on technology and science museum for people of all ages and 

backgrounds. The museum - located in the Capital of Silicon Valley - is a non-profit learning 



resource established to engage people in exploring and experiencing technologies affecting their 

lives. Through programs such as The Tech Challenge, our annual team design competition for 

youth, and internationally renowned programs such as The Tech Awards presented by Applied 

Materials, Inc., The Tech Museum celebrates the spirit of Silicon Valley by encouraging the 

development of innovative ideas for a more promising future. For more information about The 

Tech Museum Awards, visit www.techawards.org  

About Driptech 

Driptech designs and manufactures affordable drip irrigation for small farmers in developing 

countries, and is an award-winning, revenue-generating, angel-backed social venture based in 

Mountain View, CA.  Through proprietary manufacturing and novel distribution, Driptech 

products are on track to reach millions of people who have been unable to use water-efficient drip 

irrigation previously, and help small farmers increase their standard of living significantly.  For 

more information, please visit www.driptech.com . 
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